A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
" Whatever might be the pretentions of the Mahdi to
Divine mission, his chief strength was derived from the
despair and misery of the native population."
Not only had the Mahdi proclaimed himself in the
Sudan, but affairs in Egypt were in a parlous condition.
The treasury was exhausted ; the finances of the country-
were in a state of chaos ; the army was unpaid, untrained,
undisciplined, and seething with discontent. By 1882
" the whole framework of society in Egypt was on the
point of collapsing," the army had mutinied ; Arabi was
practically supreme. The month of June, saw on the
one hand, the Alexandria massacres, on the other, the
heavy defeat of a numerous Egyptian force by the Mahdi
to the south-west of Khartoum, near Gedir, and consider-
able accretions to the latter's strength. Between June
and the end of the year, things went from bad to worse
in the Sudan, though Khartoum and the larger garrison
towns were holding their own. In Egypt, Great Britain
had beett forced to step in and crush Arabics rebellion.
By a decree of the 19th September, the local forces in
Egypt were dissolved, and Sir Evelyn Wood was set the
task of forming a new Egyptian army commanded by a
British Sirdar and British and Egyptian officers. This
force was, in its earliest stage, intended to be no more
than a gendannerie, attd consisted only of two brigades of
Pellahin. As the danger from the Sudan increased, it
was expanded and came to be recruited partly from Egypt
and partly from the Sudan.
In January, 1883, El Obeid had fallen. La the second
half of 1883 the revolt spread, and in the Eastern Sudan
Osman Digna invested the Egyptian Garrisons and won
several engagements. In November Hicks* army was
annihilated to the south of El Obeid, and the Auth-
orities came to the conclusion that Egypt would be
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